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Welcome to the newsletter of the Broadland Catchment Partnership (BCP). 
We are working to improve water quality, increase water availability, reduce flooding, and               
enhance wildlife habitat and recreation by joining up the management of land and water in the              
Broadland Rivers Catchment as shown in the map above. 

The catchment includes the area that feeds water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, Wensum and Yare  
and out to sea at Great Yarmouth. 

The aim of this newsletter is to share relevant information. Please send us articles. 

We focus on voluntary best practice and are involving communities, investor organisations, companies 
and farmers in working together. We attract funding and co-ordinate its targeted delivery to improve 
the catchment for shared benefits. 

If you want to join the partnership, have any queries, or wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter please 
contact: Neil Punchard, Broadland Catchment Partnership Officer - Mobile: 07900 266496 
neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk          www.broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk 

mailto:neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk
http://www.broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/
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PROJECTS UPDATE  
Mermaid Restoration Scheme 2017 

The Norfolk River IDB has undertaken restoration works 
on 700m of the Mermaid Stream at Brampton, near 
Aylsham. The works took two weeks to complete. 

The scheme imported gravels to the stream to raise the 
bed level of previously over-deepened parts. Woody 
features were also installed using locally felled trees to 
enhance and meander the water flow, creating a more 
dynamic and varied channel. This will result in sediments 
being moved naturally, reducing our maintenance 
burden, whilst also improving in–stream habitats for 
plants, invertebrates and fish - particularly brown trout. 

The work is a small example of how changes to our 
drains can make a significant difference to the local 
environment. The work was completed in partnership 
with the Environment Agency, being part funded by the 
Water Environment Improvement Fund. 

The works are adjacent to a public footpath between 
Aylsham road and Brampton Hall and we hope that the 
resulting improvements in wildlife will make the walk a 
more interesting experience in this beautiful part of the 
Bure Valley.  

 
Clean gravels next to an instream deflector 

For further information contact Matthew Philpot: 
Matthew@wlma.org.uk   Website: www.wlma.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/NorfolkRiversIDB 

Tesco Water Sensitive Farming Project 2017 

As part of its commitment to 
source responsibly, Tesco is 
funding a Water Sensitive 
Farming project during 2017. 

By working in partnership with the Broads Authority, as 
well as farmers in the Broadland Rivers Catchment, 
Tesco hopes to improve water and soil quality whilst 
helping farm profitability. 

Tesco has funded the purchase of a ‘BE Wonder Wheel’ 
that aims to reduce run-off from irrigation and rainfall 
events and is being offered to growers to trial for free. 

 
Wonder Wheel being trialled in local potato fields in 2017 

Six different farms across North and East Norfolk have 
trialled the kit on over 250 acres of sloping fields. 

The dry weather throughout most of spring meant that 
growers could assess the performance of kit in relation 
to irrigation as well as the recent heavy rainfall events. 

A secondary objective is to encourage further 
investigation into the costs and benefits of new 
technology at a local level - including the impact on 
yields, quality and water efficiency. 

There is close liaison with the Elveden AHDB SPot Farm 
East to share knowledge and learning. 

Not only is East Anglia an important sourcing location for 
a range of Tesco’s fresh produce, such as potatoes, the 
project will provide lessons on approaches and 
interventions that could be scaled-up in other important 
sourcing locations. 
 

For further information, or to book a free visit, please 
contact: neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07900 266496 

mailto:Matthew@wlma.org.uk
http://www.wlma.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/NorfolkRiversIDB
mailto:neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk
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Opportunity maps available to trial 

The Broadland Catchment Partnership has produced 

maps that highlight areas within the Broadland Rivers 

Catchment which provide, or have the potential to 

provide, a range of benefits (ecosystem services) to 

society. The catchment includes all land that feeds 

surface water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, Wensum 

and Yare. 

Provision of food, fuel or timber is a key service from 

agricultural land but the extent and timing can vary 

according to the suitability of the land for providing 

other ecosystem services. The multiple ecosystem 

services map highlights areas with the potential to 

provide multiple benefits including carbon storage and 

recreation. The high scoring areas are generally more 

marginal land that can be subject to waterlogging or 

flooding and are usually drained. 

Water quality has been kept as a stand-alone map as 

land management measures in high scoring areas can 

assist the provision of this service without impacting the 

provision of food and can also enhance soil, crop yield 

and profit. 

Map development 

Stakeholders, including farmers, agreed which 

ecosystem services and data to use and developed a 

scoring system generally at the field level. The process 

was developed by the Westcountry Rivers Trust, in 

collaboration with Defra and The Rivers Trust. 

Run-off map 

A run-off risk map (SCIMAP) has been produced using 

LiDAR elevation data to highlight potential surface water 

pathways that may carry nutrients, pesticides and 

sediment. It can be useful at identifying areas where 

interventions can be used to improve water quality. 

Who might find the mapping useful? 

The maps will be available for farmers, agronomists, and 

other farm advisers to assist them in: delivering multiple 

benefits; achieving successful Countryside Stewardship 

applications; locating Ecological Focus Areas; meeting 

 

cross compliance requirements; and demonstrating 

environmental enhancements to producer groups, 

buyers and retailers. The maps may also assist 

organisations in allocating funding and may assist local 

farm businesses in demonstrating to public and private 

funders the potential benefits their land can provide for 

society with the appropriate management to achieve 

this. 

A prototype is available for farmers and agronomists to 

trial: 

http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/mapping/mapping-

pages/catchmap 

We welcome any additional feedback to: 

neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07900 266 496 

© Crown copyright and database right 2016. Ordnance Survey Licence 

number 100021573. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute 

or sell any of this data to third parties in any form. Data provided by the 

Rural Payments Agency 2013, Natural England and European Environment 

Agency (EEA http://www.eea.europa.eu/legal/copyright). © Norfolk 

Biodiversity Information service. © Suffolk Biological Records Centre. 

Contains Environment Agency Information © Environment Agency 

copyright and/or database right 2015. All rights reserved. © Crown 

copyright and database rights 2004 Ordnance Survey 100024198 

 

http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/mapping/mapping-pages/catchmap
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/mapping/mapping-pages/catchmap
mailto:neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk
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FUNDING UPDATE 
Anglian Water Flourishing 
Environment Fund 

Anglian Water supplies water and water recycling 
services to more than six million domestic and business 
customers in the East of England and Hartlepool. 

Anglian Water is committed to protecting and enhancing 
species and habitats on its sites and across the region. 

As part of this commitment, the company has set 
up the Anglian Water Flourishing Environment Fund to 
make grants to support projects that directly conserve 
wetland habitats and species.  The sum available for 
2017/18 has been maintained at the 2016/17 level 
meaning grants totalling £40,000 are on offer. 

What is the funding for? 
The funding will provide grants that enhance the status 
of wetland habitats and/or wetland species.  To qualify, 
the target habitats and species should be those of 
principal importance, as defined by Section 41 of the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act. 

Projects should take place within the Anglian Water and 
Hartlepool Water Regions. The region includes coastal 
habitats above low tide. 

The fund will cover 
•    Land purchase 
•    Habitat creation and restoration 
•    Species conservation 
•    Invasive non-native species control and eradication 
where this benefits priority habitats and species 
•    Surveys, as a small proportion of a wider project. For 
example, a protected species survey to comply with law. 
•    Interpretation, as a small proportion of a wider 
project that the grant also covers 
•    Materials 
•    Equipment needed to deliver the project 
•    Reasonable travel expenses 

The fund will not cover 
•    Survey projects, interpretation projects, legal or 
planning fees 

Recent awards 
An example of a recent award from the Anglian Water 
Flourishing Environment Fund is the grant awarded to 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust to help them to purchase the 
Dereham Sewage Works Meadow County Wildlife Site. 

Who can apply? 
Applications are invited from constituted not for profit 
groups with an associated bank account into which 
funds can be transferred. 

Other points to note 
When the Fund is fully allocated, further panel meetings 
to consider grant requests will not take place until the 
following financial year when there is a new deposit into 
the Fund. 

Grants can cover up to 100% of project costs. Projects 
must be complete from 18 months after the date of the 
grant offer letter and projects will be expected to have a 
benefit of 5 or more years. 

The grant recipient will work with Anglian Water’s media 
team to publicise the grant award and the benefits it has 
delivered. 

To Apply 
Go to the Anglian Water Flourishing Environment 
Fund online application to apply. This will open in a new 
window. 

Deadlines 
The next submission deadline is listed below: 
1 August 2017- Outcome by October 2017 

Rural Development Funding 

A funding stream aimed at helping the region’s rural 
businesses has passed a £1.5m milestone – and there is 
still £6m available to be allocated to projects in Norfolk 
and north Suffolk. 

Reed cutting on the Broads 

See EDP article: Norfolk County Council Announcement 

For more information visit: RDPE LEADER funding 

https://ukcf.secure.force.com/forms/AWEnvironment
https://ukcf.secure.force.com/forms/AWEnvironment
http://www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/leader-scheme-still-has-6m-available-for-rural-businesses-says-norfolk-county-council-1-5080585
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding
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EVENT UPDATES 
Site Management for Outdoor Producers 

20th June 2017 - The George Hotel, Swaffham, Norfolk 

The joint AHDB Pork and Anglian Water event covered 
practical solutions to improve water quality and help 
producers comply with environmental legislation. 

Rob Holland and Fiona Wood, Anglian Water covered 
what has changed and what Anglian Water has seen 
since the previous meeting one year ago.  

 
Dry sows on an outdoor unit in Suffolk 

Ed Bramham-Jones from Norfolk Rivers Trust discussed 
the funding and advice available from the Water 
Sensitive Farming project and Andrew Palmer, AHDB 
Pork, provided clarity around on-farm water quality and 
quantity. 

There was good discussion around the image, future, 
and what we can do now. 

Groundswell: The No-Till Show and Conference 

28th June and 29th June 2017  
Lannock Farm, Weston, Hitchin, Hertfordshire 

Groundswell is an independent farming conference, 
designed by farmers for farmers to focus on emerging 
methods of soil regeneration, reducing inputs and 
increasing profitability in arable and mixed farming 
situations. Norfolk Rivers Trust had a stand to promote 
the Water Sensitive Farming project 

The first day was the Grass-Fed Day focusing on putting 
livestock back into the rotation, growing and fattening 
animals on a pasture diet. 

The second day was the No-Till Day with the conference 
and field scale demonstrations from leading direct drill 
manufacturers. Each drilled into a variety of different 
cover crop mixes side-by-side to enable direct 
comparison. Click here for further reading. 

 

 

In this video clip filmed at the Groundswell 2016, Tony 
Reynolds, a farmer from Lincolnshire gives his view on 
why there is so much interest in no-till farming. 

Royal Norfolk Show 
28th and 29th June 2017 Royal Norfolk Showground 

Michael Gove visited the Broads Area and was greeted 
by Broads Authority Chair Jacquie Burgess and Chief 
Executive John Packman before speaking with members, 
staff and representatives of local businesses. 

 
Broads Area – Royal Norfolk Show 2017 

Local farmer and Broads Authority member Louis Baugh 
highlighted the importance of agri-environment 
payments to local grassland farmers for maintaining and 
enhancing the landscape and biodiversity of the Broads. 
The case for a bespoke, better rewarded and simpler 
system was clearly made. 

For the wider catchment it was stressed that soil 
improvement, reduced tillage, cover crops, tramline 
disruption and inter row management could be further 
encouraged through funding of innovative technology 
and providing simple grants and incentives for farmers. 

The Tesco pilot project promoting free trials of kit for 
potato growers was highlighted. 

http://www.groundswellag.com/what-we-do/
http://www.groundswellag.com/groundswell-reading/
http://www.groundswellag.com/why-so-much-interest-in-notill
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BBRO Summer Open Day 

6th July 2017 - Morley, Norfolk. 
The open day gave growers a unique opportunity to see 
BBRO trials in progress and to meet the scientists behind 
the plots. This included special features on soil health 
and new innovations for the sugar beet crop.  

 
Heavy rain causing tramline run-off from sugar beet at Morley 

The extreme rainfall experienced at the end of the event 
focussed minds on techniques, such as inter row hoeing, 
to increase water infiltration and we aim to collaborate 
with Simon Bowen of BBRO and Phillip Wright of Wright 
Resolutions around this subject. 

Morley and Nuffield research links: 
Morley: Cover crops and Strip Tillage of Sugar Beet 
Andy Howard, Nuffield Scholar: Companion Cropping 

SPot Farm East Open Day 

6th July 2017 SPot East: Avenue Farm, Icklingham 
The SPot East Open Day presented the latest research 
on potato growing methods in practice. 

AHDB Knowledge Exchange Managers were on hand to 
facilitate discussions between academic experts, 
agronomists and growers. 

A topic facilitated by Dr Joanna Niziolomski, Cranfield 
University and Ed Bramham-Jones, Norfolk Rivers Trust 
was ‘Reducing soil run-off and associated pollution’. 
Attendees were given a demonstration of proven 
techniques for reducing soil run-off in a potato field. 

BCP partners including the Rivers Trust, Anglian Water 
and Norfolk Rivers Trust are funding current research. 

 

3 different mitigation techniques - Tied Ridger, Wonder 
Wheel, Wheel 
Track Roller - 
were assessed 
under two 
different irrigation 
regimes - boom 
and spray gun.  

Discussion 
focussed on the 
risk factors 
leading to run-off 
events and the 
appropriate 
mitigation 
methods. 

Ed and Joanna discussing run-off trials  

 
UPCOMING EVENT 
Working with Natural Processes: The Evidence Behind 
Natural Flood Management – London 

Tuesday 31st October 2017 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Coin Street Conference Centre, London, SE1 9NH 

Cost £180.00 Book 

This conference will launch the Environment 
Agency’s ‘Working with Natural Processes Evidence 
Base’ which has been developed to help flood and 
coastal erosion risk management (FCERM) authorities 
understand, justify, develop and implement FCERM 
schemes with WWNP to reduce flood risk.  It will also 
include presentations from a range of existing projects 
that have successfully implemented NFM measures on 
the ground, through effective partnerships, whilst 
drawing on a range of funding streams. 

http://tmaf.co.uk/making-field-scale-cover-crops-strip-tillage-sugar-beet-work/
https://andyhowardnuffield15.wordpress.com/
http://members.ciwem.org/CIWEM_MBR/Events/CIWEMEvent_Display.aspx?EventKey=NATS062017&WebsiteKey=7c95955a-2322-4494-9fc7-0858ee2f789d

