
Welcome to the Broadland Catchment Partnership

We are working to improve water quality, increase water availability, 
reduce flooding and enhance wildlife habitat and recreation, by 
joining up the management of land and water in the catchment. 
The catchment feeds water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, 
Wensum and Yare and out to sea at Great Yarmouth.

Water Sensitive Farming 2016-18

Farm Methods and Machinery event

A ‘Farm Methods and Machinery’ joint event with Catchment Sensitive 
Farming, and Wensum Demonstration Test Catchment was held at Salle 
village hall in November 2017. Some of the UK’s leading soil specialists 
and agricultural engineers gave presentations that were very well received 
by the 46 attendees including 20 farmers and 20 farm advisers. 

Inter-row cultivation, cover crops and controlled traffic farming were 
all discussed as methods to improve profit and reduce run-off.

Summary report: 
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0011/1048943/Salle-Workshop-Report-2017.pdf

EDP article: http://www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/cover-crops-can-help-
improve-yields-and-soil-structure-farmers-told-at-salle-estate-event-1-5285312
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Photo: Philip Wright discussing 
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Silt traps

Seven silt traps have been installed near Great Witchingham in the Wensum 
catchment and another scheme has been installed at Trimingham in the Mun 
catchment. The design and construction was overseen by Matt Philpott, Norfolk 
Rivers IDB.

The Campaign for the Environment Resource Protection Event at Mill Farm, 
Great Witchingham run by Norfolk FWAG and FWAG East in November was well 
received and helped to publicise the silt traps we installed.

News

High levels of insecticides found in River 
Waveney and River Wensum

The River Waveney and River Wensum were two of eight rivers across England 
that were found to contain neonicotinoid pesticides at levels harmful to aquatic 
invertebrates during monitoring undertaken by the Environment Agency in 2016. 

http://www.edp24.co.uk/news/environment/dangerous-levels-
of-insecticides-are-found-in-two-of-our-rivers-1-5322160

NFU East Anglia Environment Adviser Rob Wise said “Farmers take their 
environmental responsibilities extremely seriously. There is much specific 
work being undertaken by Norfolk and Suffolk farmers through the Broadland 
Catchment Partnership as well, including using new types of machinery in row 
crops such as sugar beet and potatoes, to minimise run-off into rivers.”

Buglife said sugar beet fields were the most likely source of pollution in 
the Norfolk rivers. Neonicotinoids are highly water soluble and June 2016 
was exceptionally wet. Fine seedbeds and bare soil in widely spaced 
row crops make fields vulnerable to erosion and/or run-off during intense 
storm events that we have been experiencing in recent years.

The Broadland Catchment Partnership is hoping to acquire further novel 
technology to break flow pathways in row crops and is keen to work 
with sugar beet and maize growers following planting in spring 2018. For 
further information contact: neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk

Environment Secretary Michael Gove says an extended ban on controversial 
neonicotinoid pesticides, known for some time to be harmful to pollinators, 
will be supported by the UK (BBC news, 9th November 2017).
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Changes to abstraction permitting

The current EA system of water abstraction permitting has long been due a 
review. The licence process is outdated and remains paper based, the system is 
inflexible meaning that it cannot cope with the demands for water increasing or 
to allow greater access when water is available; and the current system includes 
some older permits which allow abstraction which damages the environment. 
The water abstraction plan launched by the Environment Agency & DEFRA 
Water on the 15 December 2017 looks to overhaul the whole permitting process 
and review old and outdated abstraction permits. Of particular interest to the 
Broadland Catchment Partnership is the decision by the EA and DEFRA to adopt 
a catchment approach to planning future abstraction and include within the new 
scheme a more catchment based approach to managing water which can be 
customised to the needs of individual catchments. The policy paper released by 
DEFRA on the 15th December 2017 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-abstraction-plan-2017/water-
abstraction-plan

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-abstraction-plan-2017/water-
abstraction-plan-catchment-focus

Working with Natural Processes and GIS Mapping

Working with Natural Processes (WWNP) to reduce flood and coastal erosion risk 
(FCRM) involves implementing measures that help to protect, restore and emulate 
the natural functions of catchments, floodplains, rivers and the coast. WWNP 
takes many different forms and can be applied in urban and rural areas, and on 
rivers, estuaries and coasts.  On the 31st October 2017 the Environment Agency 
released a mapping dataset intended to show the potential areas where such 
measures could be implemented. This low resolution dataset is intended to be 
viewed alongside the evidence directory and the WWNP guide all of which can be 
accessed here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-with-natural-processes-to-
reduce-flood-risk

The timing of the WWNP dataset release suggests that the high resolution 
opportunity mapping in development by the Broadland Catchment Partnership to 
identify potential project locations is relevant and comparison between the two 
datasets will be interesting.
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WaterLIFE Resources Released

Between 2014-2017 WaterLIFE worked in five demonstration catchments, 
including the Broadland Rivers Catchment. across England and Wales. Resources 
such as guidance notes, films and notes are available through the CaBA website 
under the headings of engaging communities in river heath, engaging business in 
the water environment and influencing decision makers and legislation. 

Countryside Stewardship: detail of new simplified offers

Four new Countryside Stewardship offers will be introduced for farmers and land 
managers from the New Year to boost biodiversity and help protect and enhance 
farmland and the countryside. Significant improvements have been made to the 
scheme to make it simpler and easier for farmers and land managers to apply.

The four new offers – Online Arable Offer, Lowland Grazing Offer, Upland Offer 
and Mixed Farming Offer – will provide tailored options covering the full range 
of different farm types, so farmers and land managers can deliver environmental 
benefits no matter where they are or what they farm.

The popular Hedgerows and Boundaries Grant will also receive additional funding 
from 2018, with farmers and land managers able to apply for a maximum grant of 
£10,000, up from £5,000 in previous application rounds. Further information can 
be found here. 

New rules for farmers

New rules for all farmers in England to tackle diffuse water pollution from 
agriculture, called the Farming Rules for Water (previously the ‘basic rules’) will be 
introduced to take effect from April 2018.

Rule 6 covers soil management. Farmers should take all reasonable precautions 
to prevent significant soil erosion and run-off from: (a) seedbeds, tramlines, rows, 
beds, stubbles (including harvested land with haulm), polytunnels and irrigation, 
and (b) poaching by livestock.

Water Sensitive Farming can provide free kit and advice to assist farmers in 
meeting the rules.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/663360/farming-rules-for-water-policy-paper.pdf
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Farmers will be expected to earn subsidies through wildlife 
work after 2024 (EDP 4.1.18)

Plans for after the UK leave EU will be described in a speech by Michael Gove at 
the Oxford Farming Conference on the 4th January 2018. Plans include a switch 
from the CAP’s current system of direct payments based on land ownership, to 
one using public money to pay for “public goods”, such as planting woodland, 
boosting wildlife, helping improve water quality and recreating wildflower 
meadows.  For more info:

http://www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/environment-secretary-michael-gove-
says-farm-subsidies-must-be-earned-after-2024-1-5342303

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/farming-for-the-next-generation

Morley Defra Sustainable Intensification Research Platform

Within a farming context, sustainable intensification generally involves managing 
farmland to increase farm output and competitiveness, whilst protecting the 
countryside and enhancing environment and social benefits. The Sustainable 
Intensification Research Platform (SIP) features the all-arable Study Farm at 
Morley, Norfolk in the summer 2017 SIP Newsletter which can be read here: 

http://www.siplatform.org.uk/sites/default/files/newsletter_pdf/SIPSCENE_6th_
Edition_final.pdf

The Defra SIP workshop at Morley in October included a variety of updates on 
new decision support tools. Of most relevance to the BCP was the Land Utilisation 
and Capability Indicator tool with field level mapping. See: http://lucitools.org/ and 
https://catalogue.ceh.ac.uk/documents/adead10b-a6a0-45fa-b350-acd16b23c3fe

While the project is now complete SIP worked to develop ways of funding 
and conducting collaborative research for applying methods of sustainable 
intensification in agriculture and worked closely with the DTC, more about the SIP 
project can be found here:

http://www.siplatform.org.uk/

New funding scheme to improve the water environment

Defra, the Environment Agency, Natural England and the Rural Payments Agency 
are developing a scheme under the Rural Development Programme for England 
(RDPE) called the Water Environment Grant (WEG) to fund improvements to the 
water environment. The proposed scheme is being designed to support delivery 
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of projects that are currently funded through the Water Environment Improvement 
Fund (WEIF).

WEIF is grant-in-aid funding currently allocated to the Environment Agency 
and Natural England from Defra and used to support delivery of a wide range 
of projects. The Environment Agency primarily use it to fund delivery of Water 
Framework Directive objectives and Natural England use it to fund achieving 
objectives of water dependant protected sites (Natura 2000, Ramsar and SSSI).
The priority for the proposed Water Environment Grant would be the delivery 
of Water Framework Directive outcomes including those of water dependant 
designated sites.

Events

CaBA Workshop – The Rivers Trust

30 January 2018 - London 
10:00 – 16:00 GMT

Join us for a CaBA Workshop in London to cover a range of issues including the 
2018 benefits, evaluation and monitoring reporting, monitoring for catchment 
management encompassing water quality and the effectiveness of Natural Flood 
Management, CaBA and the 25-year plan, Km Enhanced and more.

Farm Business Updates 

6 February 2018 - Wortwell Community Centre, Norfolk 
9:30am - 1pm

15 February 2018 - Aldiss Park, Dereham Football Club, Norfolk 
9:30am - 1pm

Lunch is provided. Booking is essential.  
Please call 01638 590 429 or email east@cla.org.uk

The popular series of free-to-attend Farm Business Update (FBU) events are 
to be held in January and February 2018. Meteorologist Jim Bacon will speak 
about the importance of understanding the weather whilst the RPA, CFE, Farm 
Advice Service, local water companies and Environment Agency will give 
talks on grant funding, water stewardship, cross compliance and Countryside 
Stewardship. Speakers will be available to talk on a one-to-one basis following the 
presentations.



Soil Heath and Cover Crops

13 February 2018 - Marsh Larder, Low Road, Harleston IP20 9QT 
9:45am - 3pm

14 February 2018 - Bure Valley Community Centre, The Street, Itteringham,  
Norwich, NR11 7AX 
9:45am - 3pm

A practical interactive workshop with CSF, Nuffield Scholar Stephen Briggs, and 
Deborah Crossan, of Innovation for Agriculture

CamEO Annual Conference 2018 

20 February 2018 - The Maltings, Ship Lane, CB7 4BB Ely 
9:00am - 3:00pm

Join us for our third annual conference, as we celebrate the fantastic achievements of 
our partners. See how the partnership is developing and how we’re progressing against 
our 2017 action plan, before taking part in two afternoon workshops designed to build 
skills and help us to collaboratively drive our efforts forward together. 

Engaging with Rivers - the River Restoration Centre, 19th RRC 
Annual Network Conference 

24 - 25 April 2018 - East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham

The conference should equally appeal to anyone with an interest in restoring rivers for 
both people and wildlife and covers these themes.

1. Working in Partnership 
2. Brexit 
3. Natural Capital 
4. Funding and Priorities 
5. Science and evidence 
6. Design and delivery
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Partners
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No drain No gain

7 February 2018 - Bure Valley Community Centre, The Street,  
Itteringham, Norwich, NR11 7AX

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) drainage and natural flood management workshop 
for farmers including farm walk.

BCP Update

Sarah Taigel, Broadland Catchment Partnership 

Since Sarah began as Catchment Coordinator in September she has been developing 
a website for the Broadland Catchment Partnership working with the Broads Authority 
ICT and Communications teams. A draft version was shown to the steering group 
in December. Feedback was positive with suggestions to increase the reach of the 
website and bring in additional sectors such as the close research links with Morley 
and the UEA Wensum Demonstration Test Catchment. A projects database is in 
development and the data protection legislation is changing so data agreements will 
need to be done on a partner by partner basis depending on the amount and type of 
data shared. Sarah requested to meet with partners before the website goes live at 
the end of March to ensure it reflects all interests, and for her to gain a more in depth 
understanding of how her role can support all partners.

Contact Sarah on 01603 756130 or email sarah.taigel@broads-authority.gov.uk


