
Welcome to the Broadland Catchment Partnership

We are working to improve water quality, increase water availability, 
reduce flooding and enhance wildlife habitat and recreation, by 
joining up the management of land and water in the catchment. 
The catchment feeds water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, 
Wensum and Yare and out to sea at Great Yarmouth.

broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk

Projects

Water Sensitive Farming 2018

The Creyke Combi erosion reduction machinery has been purchased from 
Aquagronomy. It won first prize in the Norfolk Farm Machinery Club ‘New 
Idea Competition’ at the Royal Norfolk Show 2018. Oliver Scott from the 
Thelveton Estate in the Waveney catchment has trialled the Creyke Combi in 
maize and potatoes and has also trialled the Lland Ho Earthwake in maize. 
Four farmers in Bure catchment have used the free trials of the Wonder 
Wheel to reduce run-off in potatoes across approximately 225 acres.

For free trials and further information, please contact:

Neil Punchard 07900 266 496 or neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk
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Natural Flood Management (NFM)

The three year Environment Agency Natural Flood Management (NFM) schemes 
are now underway nationally. Within the Broadland Catchment Partnership there 
will be four Natural Flood Management (NFM) projects located on the Blackwater/
Whitewater confluence above Worthing, the Camping Beck above Buxton, on the 
Bure at Ingworth and on the Yare at Marlingford. The BCP coordinator will carry 
out bank habitat surveys and fixed point photography at the four sites before, 
during, and after construction. The Environment Agency will monitor hydrometry 
and telemetry and the Water Management Alliance are involved in the design and 
construction of the schemes. Other partners involved include the Norfolk Rivers 
Trust and the National Trust. The four schemes are at different stages however the 
initial surveys at the Camping Beck project level are complete allowing preliminary 
designs to be produced and the EA has completed the in stream ecology 
monitoring. 

Consultations

River Basin Management Plans Update (for 2021)

Working Together is the first consultation by the Environment Agency 
in the process of reviewing and updating the river basin management 
plans for 2021. It sets out the steps and consultation measures to be 
taken, the proposed timetable and the ways that you can get involved in 
preparing the updated plans. The consultation seeks your views on:

• How you can get involved in the review and update of the plans
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Area of Buxton site required for 
storage at 6.35mAOD retained level  
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• The proposed timetable and content of the programme 
of work to review and update the plans

• How other plans and strategies affect, or are affected 
by, the river basin management plans

• Whether all relevant stakeholders have been identified

News

Application return deadline for Countryside  
Stewardship extended

Applicants for the Countryside Stewardship (CS) scheme have one extra month to 
complete their Mid Tier application and send it to Natural England. The deadline 
for applications to be with Natural England has been extended from 31 July to 
31 August, allowing extra time for farmers to fill out their forms during the busy 
summer months. Entering a Countryside Stewardship agreement can bring 
multiple benefits to soil health, water quality and create habitats for wildlife on 
farmland. This can improve the quality of the food that is produced, reduce the 
risk of pollution from farming, and see the return of cherished species such as 
the curlew and lapwing to farmland. For the 2018 application window, four new 
simplified “wildlife offers” have been introduced for upland, lowland, mixed farm 
and arable, with a shorter form to fill out and a streamlined selection of options 
depending on farm type. New entrants to CS, or farmers coming to the end of a 
legacy Entry-level Stewardship scheme, are guaranteed an agreement with as few 
as three options. Applicants who wanted to apply for a wildlife offer, but received 
the incorrect pack, should contact Natural England about their application.

£5 billion investment (WINEP) by water companies to benefit 
the natural environment  

The Environment Secretary Michael Gove has challenged water companies 
to increase investment and improve environmental outcomes by 2025. The 
ambitious measures set out by the Environment Agency in the Water Industry 
National Environment Programme (WINEP) will see up to £5 billion of investment 
by water companies in the natural environment through 2020 to 2025. This will 
help tackle some of the biggest challenges facing the water environment, from the 
spread of invasive species and low flows to the effects of chemical and nutrient 
pollution. The measures in WINEP represent the basic measures required by water 
companies to meet their environmental outcomes. However this also presents an 
opportunity for the industry to develop innovative approaches which will benefit 
customers, communities, the environment and natural capital.
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Wastewater plants are key route into UK rivers  
for microplastics

Microplastics are pieces of plastic with a diameter less than five millimetres. They 
come from a wide range of materials including tiny plastic beads found in health 
and beauty products, plastic fibres from clothing and plastic flakes that break 
down from packaging. In one of the first studies to determine potential sources of 
microplastics pollution, researchers have found that water samples from UK rivers 
contained significantly higher concentrations of microplastics downstream from 
wastewater treatment plants. 

www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/06/180611133455.htm

Catchment management declaration signed

Over 60 organisations including businesses such as M&S, Nestlé, Coca Cola 
and Asda as well as number of water companies including Anglian Water, 
Thames Water and Yorkshire Water, have agreed to step up action to address 
the increasing pressures to UK water through improved catchment management. 
The initiative recognises the importance of collaboration across the public-private 
boundary and supports the delivery of government’s 25 year Environment Plan 
which calls for a step change in how water catchment areas are managed. It 
demonstrates the widespread public and private sector support for solutions that 
can protect drinking water quality, reduce flood risk, and support the health of UK 
rivers.
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Environment Agency calls for action on water efficiency

The first major report on water resources in England states that climate change 
and demand from a growing population are the biggest pressures on the 
availability of water. The report shows that current levels of water abstraction 
are unsustainable in more than a quarter of groundwaters and one fifth of 
rivers, leading to reduced flows which could damage local ecology and wildlife. 
Previously, unsustainable abstraction has prevented up to 15% of rivers meeting 
good ecological status – including globally important chalk streams. Summer 
river flows and groundwater levels may decrease further in the future. Without 
action to increase supply, reduce demand and cut down on wastage, many 
areas in England could see significant supply deficits by 2050 – particularly in 
the south east. The State of the Environment: Water Resources report highlights 
unsustainable levels of water abstraction, leakage from water companies – 
currently estimated at 3 billion litres per day – and demand from industry and the 
public as three of the issues to tackle in order to protect the water environment.

www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-calls-for-action-on-water-
efficiency

10 top tips to save water and still keep cool

With the heatwave set to continue, Anglian Water has issued 10 top tips for 
customers to keep cool and save water at the same time.

Although Anglian Water has reassured customers that there will be no hosepipe 
ban this year, it is encouraging people to remain water wise, while staying 
hydrated and healthy. Here are some top tips to save water while still having fun in 
the sun:

• Take a shorter shower or a shallower bath. Just a minute less in the shower can 
save as much as £50 a year on your water bill. This is one of the easiest ways for 
everyone to save water.

• Anglian Water is asking customers to “learn to love their brown lawn”. It’s asking 
us to leave the sprinkler in the shed this summer, as it’s one of the biggest water 
guzzlers. Grass is extremely hard to kill, so your lawn will soon bounce back and 
be vibrant and green again, come the autumn.

• Water plants late at night when it’s cool. The water is less likely to evaporate and 
will do most good. Watering in the heat of the day is not advised, as it can scorch 
and kill your plants.

• If you’ve already filled the paddling pool for the day, don’t empty it. You can 
save loads on your water bill by using gentle disinfectant tablets that keep the 
paddling pool water fresh for days of use and fun with the kids. You can also use 
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the water to wash the car or water the flower beds.

• Alternatively, forget the paddling pool and head to the beach. In the East of 
England we have some of the best beaches in the country and many have been 
awarded Blue Flags and Seaside Awards.

• If you have a dripping tap, get it fixed. A tap dripping every second, all day, will 
waste around 17 litres in just 24 hours. That’s over 6,000 litres and around £30 a 
year.

• Check your local forecast. If it’s going to rain tomorrow, don’t water the plants.

• Running the tap until the water gets cold wastes water. Instead, leave a jug of tap 
water in the fridge to cool down, helping you to keep hydrated.

• Another way to keep your cool is to dampen a flannel and put it in the fridge.

• Cool down by dabbing cold water from the fridge on your wrists, ankles and 
temples.

Anglian Water is asking anyone who spots a leak to call 0800 771881, or report it 
via their website.

The water company will be sharing more water-saving tips via its Facebook page. 
It is also issuing advice on water-efficient gardening, and customers can apply for 
a free water-saving garden pack.

www.eadt.co.uk/news/10-water-saving-tips-1-5587195

Note: Despite the driest June on record, with just 10% of the average rainfall in 
East Anglia, Anglian Water has revealed the water table is not low and has ruled 
out the need for a hosepipe ban this year. Water levels in both reservoirs and 
groundwater stores are healthy, and in some cases above average. The company 
added that it would realistically take two or three dry seasons back-to-back before 
the region faced a water shortage.

http://www.eadt.co.uk/news/10-water-saving-tips-1-5587195 


Awards

Salle Estate wins national Beet Yield Challenge

The Salle Estate won a national competition to find the sugar beet grower achieving the 
highest possible percentage of their crop’s maximum potential yield. Salle Farms, near 
Reepham, produced a crop of 121 tonnes per hectare at 95% of the yield potential – 
assessed by modelling the farm’s soil capabilities, rainfall, spraying timings and crop 
development throughout the growing season.

The Beet Yield Challenge prize was presented at the Royal Norfolk Show by show 
president Ben Turner at a ceremony also attended by National Farmers’ Union 
(NFU) president Minette Batters and British Sugar agriculture director Colm McKay. 
After accepting the trophy Will Jones, from Salle Farms said: “The yield potential is 
unbelievable. I didn’t expect to win. I put it down to soil health, using cover crops and 
livestock manure, and a good rotation. It is all about attention to detail, looking after 
the crop once you drill it, and having a great team. The competition aims to give sugar 
growers and agronomists the chance to share ways of continuing the upward growth in 
sugar beet yields.
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Events 

AHDB Potatoes GREATsoils field walk

26 July 2018, Hall Farm Oxnead, Norwich, NR10 5HP

Our host for this event is Tony Bambridge as his farm is running one of the field trials 
for the AHDB Rotations Research Partnership.

The event is a chance to learn more about the research partnership and hear from Tony, 
as well as Andy Whitmore of Rothamsted Research who are running the trials.

To book contact Chloe Lane on 01904 771211 | chloe.lane@ahdb.org.uk  for  
more information

Catchment Data & Evidence Forum                                                                  

 27 Sept 2018, Birmingham

The aim of the forum is to share knowledge about current work and to identify 
opportunities to work together efficiently, to further develop a data and evidence 
sharing landscape (tools, approaches, training and joining up existing resources) which 
can benefit all CaBA partnerships and support delivery of the Defra 25 year plan.  

Cost will be ca. £50 and booking will open soon.

BCP update

Sarah Taigel, Broadland Catchment Partnership Co-ordinator

Since the WEG submission Sarah Taigel has continued to collate and process data for 
use in opportunity mapping and the identification of willing landowners for future river 
re-meander and floodplain re-connection schemes. Sarah has visited several of the 
NFM project sites and is arranging a drone flight for before and after video footage at 
Worthing to help promote this project with multiple benefits for wildlife, water quality 
and flood risk. Sarah has also been to the Environment Agency Anglia NFM roadshow 
at Ely on the 26th June and will be attending Morph bankside habitat survey training 
during July. A successful meeting with the Communication Officer and GIS Officer from 
the WMA discussed data collation, management, and presentation for river habitat 
maintenance and improvement projects. Sarah has liaised with the Broads Authority 
GIS Officer to arrange data agreements and continued to develop the BCP website 
which went live in July 2018. A new project to determine high risk locations for run-off 

Broadland
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Partners

from highways into watercourses is being coordinated by Sarah, the project is at the 
very early scoping stages but should partners be interested please contact: 

Sarah Taigel, Broadland Catchment Partnership Co-ordinator 
sarah.taigel@broads-authority.gov.uk or 01603 756130.

Broadland Catchment Partnership website is now live!

Following many months of work by the Broadland Catchment Partnership Officer and 
Coordinator the website is now live and feedback is welcomed. The website uses 
content from the catchment plan and includes information from partners with initiatives 
grouped mostly by sector. The social media account (Twitter @bcatchment) will now 
become more active reflecting the wide range of interests across the partnership. 
Currently the webmaps within the website only show data from the Slow the Flow 
project and we urge all partners to engage with the data agreements process if they 
would like their projects added. The website has been designed in WordPress and 
thanks go to the Broads Authority Communications team and the GIS Officer for their 
input.

broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk
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