
Welcome to the Broadland Catchment Partnership

We are working to improve water quality, increase water availability, 
reduce flooding and enhance wildlife habitat and recreation, by 
joining up the management of land and water in the catchment. 
The catchment feeds water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, 
Wensum and Yare and out to sea at Great Yarmouth.

broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk

Projects

Benefits of the Salle silt traps published

The Wensum Demonstration Test Catchment team have published their first 
paper on the Salle silt traps. This excellent project involved multiple partners 
and provides empirical evidence of the cost-effectiveness of these techniques. 

Highlights

• Excessive sediment loading from roads impacting 
water quality in the River Wensum.

• Three roadside wetlands constructed to intercept surface runoff pathway.

• River turbidity and sediment load reduced by 14% 
and 82% downstream of wetlands.

• Linear wetland captured 7253 kg (305 kg ha−1) 
of sediment in the first 12 months.

• Cost-effectiveness analysis revealed an 8 year 
payback time for the linear wetland

Please contact the BCP if you would like a full copy. For more information visit: 

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301479718311691

Newsletter No. 22 October 2018
Broadland Catch-upBroadland

Catchment
Partnership

Contact 

Neil Punchard, BCP Officer  
Tel 07900 266496 
neil.punchard@broads-
authority.gov.uk

Sarah Taigel, BCP Coordinator 
Tel 01603 756130 
sarah.taigel@broads-
authority.gov.uk

1

https://broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/ 
mailto:neil.punchard%40broads-authority.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:neil.punchard%40broads-authority.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:neil.punchard%40broads-authority.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:sarah.taigel%40broads-authority.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:sarah.taigel%40broads-authority.gov.uk?subject=


Water Sensitive Farming Initiative 2018-2020

The team have been working jointly with the Thelveton Estate and Robert Camps 
from Catchment Sensitive Farming to further reduce run-off in the Waveney 
catchment above Billingford. The estate, that does a huge amount for nature 
conservation, is already trialling strip tillage, cover crops and tramline disruption. 
It is hoped that this will be rolled out further over the coming years. Large scale 
works are being scoped for a farm track that may be a major source and pathway 
for run-off and sediment into the River Waveney via Billingford Common.

broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/initiatives/water-sensitive-farming/

Natural Flood Management

Construction has started at Marlingford on the River Yare and Buxton in the Bure 
catchment on the Camping Beck. The schemes are working with nature to reduce 
flood risk to local properties and to improve habitats. The Environment Agency and 
Norfolk Rivers Internal Drainage Board are undertaking the work at Marlingford 
and Buxton respectively. The work has received National and local press coverage:

www.gov.uk/government/news/working-with-nature-to-reduce-flood-risk-in-norfolk

www.edp24.co.uk/news/environment/first-two-natural-flood-
management-schemes-start-in-norfolk-1-5710167
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Project engineer Tom Jones at 
the Buxton site © Sarah Taigel

Fine sediment on farm track near 
Billingford  © Alison Smyth
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CATCH Project goes live in Norwich 

CATCH stands for ‘water sensitive Cities: the Answer To CHallenges of extreme 
weather events’.

The objective of CATCH is to demonstrate and accelerate the re-design of urban 
water management of cities in the North Sea Region to become climate resilient 
cities that are sustainable, liveable and profitable on the long term.

Norfolk County Council (NCC) are working with Anglian Water, Broadland District 
Council and Norwich City Council to find long-term solutions to the problem of 
surface water flooding in Norwich. As part of a pilot project, NCC are offering 
some households, businesses and schools the chance to install a water butt or 
rain water planter  - completely free of charge - with funding from the Interreg 
European Union CATCH climate change and flood reduction project.  

www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/campaigns/catch-project

Exciting new project to protect Strumpshaw Fen

A new project bringing together the RSPB and Natural England’s Catchment 
Sensitive Farming (CSF) team is underway to monitor phosphate levels and 
improve water quality. Strumpshaw Fen is a breath-taking SSSI in the heart of 
Norfolk. The RSPB reserve is under threat from increasingly frequent and intense 
saline-incursion events from the tidal River Yare, brought about by rising sea-levels 
and storm-surges along the east coast.

The reserve uses fresh water to flush the reserve after such events, a process 
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Flooding in Furze road © 
Norfolk County Council
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which takes about 6 weeks.  However, the capacity of these water sources is 
close to its limit as saline-incursion events increase.  Unless a further, suitably 
clean, source of water to flush the reserve is found, there is a danger of irreparable 
damage to Strumpshaw’s biodiversity.

Witton Run is a waterbody feeding directly into the River Yare, up river and 
adjacent to the RSPB Strumpshaw Reserve. The volume of water within Witton 
Run would provide ample water for flushing and could ensure the survival of the 
SSSI at Strumpshaw into the next century.  The engineering equipment already 
exists to allow the re-routing of water through the reserve.  Historically Witton Run 
has recorded unacceptably high phosphate levels which are a barrier to its use in 
the SSSI.

Donna Dean started work in the River Yare catchment earlier this year as a 
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer (CSFO). Working with Strumpshaw Fen’s 
Senior Site Warden Tim Strudwick and long-time CSFO Robert Camps, Donna has 
targeted specific areas to deploy equipment to monitor water quality and measure 
phosphate levels. This built on mapping work done by Sarah Taigel, Broadland 
Catchment Partnership Co-ordinator. The data collected will provide a picture 
of phosphate levels along ‘the Run’, leading to a plan of action to clean up the 
waterway.

Donna plans to work with local landowners and support farmers to take voluntary 
action to reduce water pollution across their holding.  This might include actions 
such as creating buffer strips on arable land, covering manure, slurry store and 
livestock handling areas and separating clean and dirty water. 
Donna and Tim hope to get the local community on side to encourage everyone 
to play their part. Residents in Brundall have shown that they are serious about 
protecting special areas for nature, enhancing Cremer’s Meadow in the village to 
create a diverse open space for people, plants and animals.  The Witton Run flows 
right through Cremer’s Meadow before reaching the SSSI.

Contact: Donna Dean, Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer for the Yare

Mobile: 07776 483464 Email: Donna.Dean@naturalengland.org.uk

News

The Great Broads Clean Up!

14 year old William Darling from Wroxham has spent his summer holiday this year 
clearing litter from a long stretch of the Norfolk and Suffolk broads- from aboard 
his kayak- as part of his ‘Great Broads Clean Up’ challenge.

Anglian Water has stepped up as one of the principal sponsors of this 
environmental clean-up campaign as part of its commitment to work with partners 
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Robert Camps deploying water quality 
monitoring equipment © Donna Dean
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across the region to rid the East of England of problem plastics by 2030.

Catchment and Coastal Strategy Manager Lu Gilfoyle comments: “It’s fantastic 
to see William taking personal responsibility for where he lives and we’re proud to 
support him in this impressive challenge! We set up our RiverCare and BeachCare 
programmes to encourage volunteer led clean-up activity right across our region 
with the aim of protecting and enhancing our rivers and oceans. It’s hard work and 
never-ending so individuals like William should be celebrated! We are particularly 
pleased to see how much plastic this initiative has removed. ”

Along with this support, William has received sponsorship from other local 
businesses and organisations including the Norfolk Yacht Agency, Herbert Woods 
and Norfolk Broads Direct, as well as many other individuals and smaller local 
businesses. Follow progress or get in touch to volunteer your time:

Twitter @KayakCleanUpWil or via William’s blog:  
petexann.wixsite.com/broadscleanup

Trintity Broads – coping with a hot dry summer

Our challenge this summer was the rapid drop in water levels in the Trinity Broads 
as a result of the hot dry weather, and the impact it had on the water available to 
abstract to meet the demand from our customers. Levels started to drop at the 
start of May and were below average, and continued to drop, until early August. 
They have been recovering since then and are now above the average level.

As a result of the falling levels, we reduced our abstraction from Ormesby Broad 
and maximised the available flows from our abstraction from the River Bure at 
Belaugh. We also reactivated our ability to abstract from our works at Horning, 
which had been stopped in the 1960’s.

From January to 21st May our average abstraction was 10Ml/d (million litres a 
day) while water levels were within the target band. This dropped between 22nd 
May and 1st July to 5Ml/d, and since 2nd July until the present it has averaged at 
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Willianm Darling with litter collected 
from the Broads © Darling Family
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just 1.4Ml/d. Since mid-September we have essentially ceased abstraction. When 
levels return to a healthy position we will be able to increase our abstractions to 
more normal rates.

www.eswater.co.uk/your-home/environment/bure-catchment.aspx 
eswcommunityportal.co.uk/Projects/trinity-broads

£30m rural grants scheme application window to open in  
early 2019

The Countryside Productivity Small Grants Scheme (CPSGS), helps farmers buy 
the equipment they need to boost productivity and increase yields. Defra said 
the next application window for the scheme will open in early 2019, with £30m 
available for future funding rounds.

Farmers are eligible for grants of between £3,000 and £12,000 covering 40% of 
the purchase price for equipment costing between £12,000 and £30,000. This 
could include equipment specific to cattle, sheep and pig farmers, as well as 
precision farming and resource management equipment for arable growers.

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/nfu-defra-30m-countryside-productivity-
small-grants-scheme-1-5734966

Environmental farming scheme given green light

The Environment Secretary has announced that the Payment by Results (PBR) 
project will be the first agri-environment scheme directly funded by the UK. In 
future, all the funding for the Payment by Results (PBR) pilot will come from 
Defra, with a £540,000 boost announced today to pay farmers according to the 
environmental outcomes they achieve over the next two years.

The project is paying participating farmers in two areas - Norfolk and Suffolk in the 
East of England and Wensleydale in Yorkshire - for work that is specifically tailored 
to the environmental needs of their area. For example, in Norfolk and Suffolk 
farmers are benefitting from planting nectar plots for bees and other pollinators, 
while those in Wensleydale are focused on managing species-rich meadows.

Arable farmers in Norfolk and Suffolk have been paid for their management of 
plots that provide winter food for farmland birds during the “hungry gap” when 
natural sources of seed food have been depleted. They have also planted and 
maintained flower-rich foraging habitat for pollinators, protecting this hugely 
important part of the ecosystem.

www.gov.uk/government/news/environmental-farming-scheme-given-green-light
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Broads RSPB site manager gets national award for 17 years of 
dedicated conservation work

Congratulations to Mark Smart, senior site manager at RSPB Berney Marshes 
and Breydon water reserve who has been awarded the Marsh Award for Wetland 
Conservation Achievement from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT). The 
award recognised Mark’s work over the last 17 years bringing together landowners, 
conservationists, local authorities and scientists to turn the Berney Marshes site 
into one of the most important lowland wet grasslands in Europe. Each spring and 
summer Berney Marshes is home to 300 pairs of nesting wading birds, including 
lapwing and redshank, and more than 100,000 wildfowl return to the site each winter 
from their breeding grounds as far away as Siberia and Greenland. Mark has been 
pivotal in the success of the high level water carrier project at Halvergate Marshes 
managed by the Water Management Alliance.

www.edp24.co.uk/news/environment/rspb-mark-smart-conservation-
award-1-5738362

Events summary

Agri-Tech East Pollinator: Innovation to Improve Water 
Management - 13 September 2018

Coping with drought and abstraction reform – innovations in irrigation 
management and technology

Prof Jerry Knox, Professor of Agricultural Water Management, Cranfield Water 
Science Institute 

Water Resources East – Multi-Sector Planning for Long-Term Water Resilience: 
Next Steps 

Steve Moncaster, Supply Demand Strategy Manager, Anglian Water 

Innovative On-Farm solutions to Improve Water Quality 

Ed Bramham-Jones, CamEO Catchment Farm Advisor, Norfolk Rivers Trust 

Improving N&P Fertiliser Efficiency – Is it worth it? 

Nigel Jupe, Martin Brown and Dirk Shrader, Verdesian Life Sciences Europe Ltd 

Making Drip Irrigation Work for You 

Andrew Howseman, Managing Director, Howseman Agriculture Ltd 

Presentations and event report via Dropbox 

www.dropbox.com/s/jhpdwtgrt8yhscw/Innovations%20for%20Water%20
Management%20Presentation%20and%20Report.zip?dl=0
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AHDB GREATsoils field walk at Oxnead Hall – 26 July 2018 

Scientific evidence of the benefits of compost and cover crops was presented and 
discussed and well received by local farmers, agronomists and the farming press. The 
event was courtesy of Tony Bambridge, B&C Farming.

www.fwi.co.uk/arable/crop-management/nutrition-and-fertiliser/potato-yields-soils-
improved-compost

www.fwi.co.uk/arable/plough-away-with-min-till-for-better-potato-growing

NORMAC - 6 September 2018

The 2018 Norfolk Machinery Club (NORMAC) cultivation demonstration has been 
hailed as the ‘best in years’ by Chris Thomas, the county organiser, after thousands 
of visitors turned out. This year’s focus was on soil health. Robert Camps, Waveney 
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer, co-ordinated farmer engagement by a range of 
environmental organisations. Specialist agricultural engineer Philip Wright was brought 
in to discuss soil compaction from within a soil pit.

Ben Turner, president of the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association and managing 
director of Ben Burgess, said: “There’s a lot of talk about soil in the agricultural 
community because a lot of the chemicals we use and rely on are being withdrawn. 
Farmers need to look at increasing their output but lowering costs. “Farmers should 
focus on working better with the worms. It’s time to try and protect them in the hope 
that they will till more of the soil for us.”

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/norfolk-farming-machinery-cultivation-1-5683911

Upcoming Events

Agri-Tech Week 2018: Big Data
Thursday 8 November 2018, 13:00 - 18:00 Easton and Otley College, Norwich, Norfolk, 
NR9 5DX

Events and activities showcase excellence in innovation across the Agri-tech value 
chain by brokering links and fostering new relationships between businesses, 
researchers and government.

£20 includes a buffet, soft drinks and all teas/coffees during the afternoon plus 
conference pack. Free parking.

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/agri-tech-week-2018-big-data-with-david-flanders-
tickets-50636173157

Philip Wright discussing methods 
to prevent and alleviate soil 

compaction © Neil Punchard

Farmers and researchers discuss 
findings © Neil Punchard
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Farm Business Innovation 2018
7 & 8 November 2018. NEC Birmingham

For farmers and landowners looking to diversify their income. 

www.farmbusinessshow.co.uk/

Rivers Trust Autumn Conference
21 November 2018 09:30 – 16:30 Watershed, Bristol

The Rivers Trust Autumn Conference will focus on the delivery of the Government’s 
25-Year Environment Plan. Picking up on the key elements of the plan like Natural 
Capital, restoration and water resource management, speakers and presentations 
will highlight, issues, solutions and opportunities for improvement. Rivers Trust 
presentations will also ‘showcase’ successful projects.

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-rivers-trust-autumn-conference-2018-
tickets-49132248879

Norfolk Rivers Trust Ecology Wetland Solutions
Friday 30th November 2018. FFolkes in King’s Lynn, PE31 6BJ  

Planning, creation and delivery of Integrated Constructed Wetlands.

www.eventsforce.net/12d/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=4400&eventID=11&trace
Redir=2

Partners
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