
Welcome to the Broadland Catchment Partnership

We are working to improve water quality, increase water availability, 
reduce flooding and enhance wildlife habitat and recreation, by 
joining up the management of land and water in the catchment. 
The catchment feeds water into the rivers Bure, Waveney, 
Wensum and Yare and out to sea at Great Yarmouth.

broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk

Project updates

Water Sensitive Farming | phase 3 2018-2020

Phase 3 of the project has so far delivered: 45 farmer visits; 15 silt traps; and 
94 hectares of land use improvement since June 2018 across the Broadland 
Rivers, Cam & Ely Ouse, North and West Norfolk catchments. Local farmers 
continue to use both the Wonder Wheel and Creyke wheeling disruptor 
in potatoes and the Earthwake is being purchased using BCP funding 
and will be available for farmers to trial this autumn in winter cereals.

Norfolk Rivers Trust advisers have been working with David Jones, 
Farm Manager, Morley Farms who has widened ditches and slowed 
the flow of water in them to allow settlement of sediment:

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/morley-farms-
clean-water-project-norfolk-1-6038124

Please contact Georgia Waye-Barker, Evidence and Engagement  
Co-ordinator, Norfolk Rivers Trust for further enquiries:  
georgia@norfolkriverstrust.org  Tel: 01263 711299 or 07944443711
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Neil Punchard, BCP Officer  
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authority.gov.uk
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Weir Removal, River Tiffey, Wymondham Abbey 2018-2019

The project between the Environment Agency Environment Programme 
team and Norfolk Rivers Trust removed a redundant brush factory weir 
that is a barrier to fish movements and migration. This is part of a wider 
project to improve fish passage in the Yare and Bure catchments. Fish 
populations are not as diverse as they should be and this project will 
help us meet our objectives for the Water Framework Directive.

The total project cost including feasibility and construction was £99K (£70K EA, 
£15K Broadland Catchment Partnership and £14K other match funding). This 
increases the value of the River Tiffey at Becketswell Park to the local residents 
and interest groups and will act as a demonstration site for future work. Next 
steps are to install a technical fish pass at Becketswell Bridge just downstream.

Bowthorpe Meadow River Improvement 2018-2019

The project between the Environment Agency Environment Programme 
team and Norwich City Council restored 0.5 km of river habitat by installing 
3 gravel glides and 2 new connections between the river and its floodplain. 
This will help to restore natural river processes, wetting up 2.2 ha of floodplain 
and helping to maintain a 0.14 ha floodplain lake at a cost of £20K.

This complements work done by Norwich City Council to improve 
access in the Yare valley around the south of Norwich, improving green 
infrastructure. Norwich City Council has just completed a new pedestrian 
bridge across the river here, between Bowthorpe and Colney.
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Before and after
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©Amy Prendergast Newly installed gravel guide New Footbridge



FABFarmers is coming to the UK

A new project has been designed to support farmers to increase the efficiency of 
farm resource usage and transition to more circular agro-ecosystems, reducing 
their reliance on external inputs through increasing the functional agricultural 
biodiversity (FAB) on their farms. This project will assist farmers in identifying 
and adopting relevant practices on their farms from the FAB suite of practices.  

The UK partners are Farm Carbon Cutting Toolkit (FCCT); the National 
Trust, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) and the Soil 
Association and will be focussing on three pilot regions at first: The 
South West of England, Pembrokeshire and the East of England. 

The project will be setting up learning networks of farmers across the three pilot 
regions over the next few months. Anyone can join. All you need is an interest 
in adopting FAB farming practices on your farm and for your farm to be located 
within our pilot regions. Involvement is completely free as we have secured 
funding from Inter Reg NWE to carry out this project over the next five years.  
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• Reduced tillage for enhancing 
earthworm numbers and 
diversity, reducing mechanical 
soil disturbance and 
compaction by machines;

• Use of cover/catch crops, 
including legumes;

• Mixed rotations, crop 
diversification (crop 
rotation, intercropping);

• Introducing holistic 
managed grazing to utilize 
fertility building leys within 
the arable rotation.

• Field boundary management 
to provide alternative 
food sources for pest 
natural enemies

• Connections and interpretation 
of farming and sustainable 
land management to residents 
and other stakeholders.

FAB solutions to be demonstrated 
in the east of England:

If you are interested to find out 
more and how you can get involved, 
please contact Liz Bowles

lbowles@soilassociation.org

mailto:lbowles%40soilassociation.org?subject=


Upper Wensum Cluster Farm Group

• The group has been successfully supplementary feeding Turtle Dove’s and 
by using camera traps we have a number of images from the feeding areas. 
We have eight pairs in the area. We Continue to gather bird species data 
along with a bird survey carried out to understand local populations.

• The group is working in partnership with Norfolk Ponds Project to restore 
20+ ponds this September/October and the adviser met with the Wensum 
Working Group to help tackle water quality issues in the Wensum.

• Farmers have been using hedgehog tunnels and camera traps and eight farmers 
had a visit from a Woodland Trust specialist to advise on woodland management

• The group is carrying out a cover crop trial through Oakbank this autumn and 
continues to use Farmscoper and install silt traps (through Norfolk Rivers Trust)

• The group has held five different events ranging from Turtle Dove feeding, 
predator control to river restoration and is in conversation with Water 
Resources East regarding sustainable water management in the catchment 

Twitter page - follow us @wensumfarmers

Countryside Stewardship

Did you extend your existing ELS/HLS or HLS agreement? Is your ELS/
HLS agreement expiring in the next few years? We are expecting Natural 
England to announce further extensions to existing schemes in the coming 
months. Taking an extension might seem like simplest course of action but it is 
important to understand the options that you have in your current agreement 
and what you might end up with in an extended agreement. What should you 
consider when reaching a decision on whether to extend your agreement.

• Not everyone will be offered a rollover, a value for 
money exercise is completed by NE.

• If you are in an organic agreement you won’t be eligible.

• You cannot change any options or apply for any further Capital Items.
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Upper Wensum Farm Cluster 
river surveying © Eliza Emmett



• Certain options cannot be carried forward like permissive 
access and ELS woodland options over 3ha.

• If you rollover you cannot meet your greening 
requirement from ELS/HLS options anymore

• If you have a SSSI you will need to regain consent for your SSSI areas from NE.

• If inspected the penalties can still go back to the beginning of the agreement.

• Rollovers are only for 1 year and you are likely to be required to re-apply annually.

If there are elements of your current scheme that are not currently working 
well, or are proving difficult then it is probably worth considering a new Mid 
Tier scheme. Competition for new agreements is currently low and we are 
finding that the payment rates and overall per ha value of a new Countryside 
Stewardship, if carefully put together, can be comparable in most cases.

A good starting point for making a decision can be to compare payments you 
receive in your ELS/HLS with similar options in Countryside Stewardship. We 
can do this for you and it only takes a couple of hours for most farms. This 
information will then leave you well placed to make a decision on the best 
course of action if you are approached by NE offering an extension. With the 
new Environmental Land management Scheme not expected to be live before 
2024/2025, a new 5 year Mid Tier agreement would also move you past any 
initial new scheme teething troubles. Please get in touch for further information. 

Norfolk FWAG – advice@norfolkfwag.co.uk and 01603814869

RSA – Environment Agency

Abstraction is just one of the pressures on the environment. The EA’s 
Restoring Sustainable Abstraction (RSA) is our programme to:

• investigate perceived problems

• identify whether there is a problem that can be linked to abstraction, and if so, 

• identify a suitable solution to that problem. 

This helps us meet our statutory obligations under various bits 
of environment legislation, the key ones being the Habitats 
Regulations and the Water Framework Directive.

RSA has been running since 1999 and closes March 2020. Two are underway 
here in Norfolk, one focussing on a number of SSSIs in the Ant Valley 
(Norfolk Broads) and another for Bryants Heath SSSI near Felmingham.  

Natural England have advised that these sites are not in as good 
as condition as they could be, and reducing the pressure on the 
site from abstraction is part of the overall solution needed. 

As the EA regulate and licence abstraction activity, we therefore have to 
ensure that abstraction as licensed is in support of these objectives, and 
does not have an adverse impact on the site. These two RSA projects 
will deliver the necessary changes to abstraction activity in order to 
meet Natural England’s conservation objectives for the site – restore, 
maintain and improve the condition of these special habitats.  
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For the Ant Valley, current proposals are that some licence holders’ groundwater 
licences will not be able to continue and others will have to adapt to reductions 
because improvements in groundwater levels are needed to help combat 
salinity and improve surface water flows.  Natural England are asking for a 
hydrological regime that can better support the sites – one which is closer to how 
it would be naturally (in the absence of licensed abstraction and discharges).

We’ve engaged extensively throughout 2018 and 2019 with stakeholders 
including NGOs, landowners, the Broads Authority, the NFU and BAWAG 
(the local abstractor group). We’re currently discussing proposals with 
holders directly affected and the wider abstraction community.  No decisions 
have been made as yet on licences and applications, but we are looking 
to confirm what is needed from abstraction licences by the Autumn, 
with changes being initiated later in the year and into early 2020.

Outside of this work, we have abstraction licensing strategies that outline the 
water available in each catchment. These are available online on gov.uk so 
potential, and existing abstractors, can understand how water resources are 
managed in each catchment. Abstractors can check the likelihood of being 
granted any additional or new water they might be considering in line with their 
business plans, to become more water efficient or to adapt to changes they 
might be facing, such as those that may result from our RSA work here. The 
strategies also show how reliable a new abstraction licence may be. These 
strategies are updated at regular intervals and amended as necessary when 
things change in the catchment. In parts of Norfolk, there is ‘very limited’ to 
‘no availability’ for new water to be licensed so the challenge facing us and all 
abstractors is the need to continue to adapt and change to meet this challenge.

Countryside Productivity Small Grants 
Scheme Round 2 OPEN

The Countryside Productivity Small Grants Scheme Round 2 is open 
between 9 July 2019 and midday on 3 September 2019 for all farm 
types including livestock, horticulture and arable businesses, with a 
total of £15 million available. More information can be found here:

www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-productivity-scheme

The RDPE Countryside Productivity Small Grant (CPSG) scheme provides 
funding for farmers to purchase equipment to improve the productivity 
of their farm. The scheme is different to other parts of the Countryside 
Productivity scheme as it uses an online application process and is targeted 
at supporting investment for specific pieces of agricultural equipment.

For Round 2 funding:

• 26 new items have been added to the list of equipment available

• applicants for Round 1 funding can also submit a new 
application to receive funding in Round 2. The total value of 
both applications must not be more than £12,000

• successful applicants will need to provide photos 
of the items working on their farm
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Farmers can apply for funding towards specific items of equipment listed at Annex 
3 of the Countryside Productivity Small Grants scheme Round 2 handbook.

All the items have been identified following consultation with industry 
groups and suppliers as helping achieve improvements in either:

• technical efficiency

• animal health and welfare

• resource efficiency, or

• nutrient management 

Applicants should remember to check their details on the Rural Payments 
service before they apply for this grant. They must make sure they exactly match 
with the details in their application form, or the application will be rejected.

Once potential applicants have read the handbook, if they have any questions 
they should email CPSGEnquiries@rpa.gov.uk or call 03000 200301 and 
follow the options for the Countryside Productivity Small Grant scheme.

News 

NEW REPORT: Our Future in the Land

www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/reports/future-land

How to reverse wildlife losses and farm productively

www.eadt.co.uk/business/farming/natural-england-chair-
visits-barker-family-farm-at-stowmarket-1-6157898

Mechanical weeders

www.fwi.co.uk/arable/crop-management/weed-management/
video-garford-weeder-ends-crop-failures-at-organic-farm

Controlled Traffic for potatoes

www.fwi.co.uk/machinery/root-crop-equipment/cambs-farmer-
develops-controlled-traffic-system-for-potatoes

Low impact strip seeding system

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/warren-hill-farms-
strip-seeding-soil-benefits-1-6036759

Conservation benefits of high yield farming

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/conservation-
benefits-of-high-yield-farming-1-6032297

Water project aims to breathe new life into River Yare outside Norwich

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/environment-agency-
water-project-on-river-yare-at-bowthorpe-1-6060334

Britain’s feeders boost bird population Norfolk study shows

www.edp24.co.uk/news/feeding-birds-advice-
british-trus-for-ornithology-1-6065275
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£40m flood defence upgrade will protect 4,500 vulnerable Norfolk properties

www.edp24.co.uk/news/environment/thousands-of-great-yarmouth-
households-to-be-protected-from-tidal-flooding-1-6066141

Profit and Countryside Stewardship

www.edp24.co.uk/business/farming/countryside-stewardship-
margins-brown-and-co-norfolk-1-6033407

Work begins on ‘massive’ 1,000 acre Suffolk nature reserve

www.edp24.co.uk/business/nature-reserve-work-will-help-
re-establish-rare-suffolk-species-1-6023016

Events
Delivering sustainable water and land 
management conference CIWEM

Thursday 26 September 2019 | 9am - 5pm | ODI, 
203 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

www.ciwem.org/events/delivering-water-land-management

Soil &Water: 2019 Annual Winter Conference

Thursday 21 November 2019 | 9.30am - 3.45pm | Throws Farm 
Conference Centre, Stebbing, Dunmow, Essex CM6 3AQ

soilandwater.org.uk/future-and-past-events

Jobs
Farm advisor, Norfolk Rivers Trust

Closing date: Friday, 2nd August 2019

www.environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/73832-water-sensitive-farming-advisor
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