
 

 

Broadland Catchment Partnership - Steering Group Meeting 
MINUTES 

Thursday 17 October 2019 (10am – 12.30pm) 

Broads Authority, Yare House, 62-64 Thorpe Road, Norwich, NR1 1RY 

Attendees: Kelvin Allen, Zac Battams, Rachel Brookes, Peter Doktor, Mike Edwards; Eliza Emmett, 
Chris French, Lucy Hatcher, Rob Holland, Matt Jones, Andrea Kelly (Chair), Keith Lead, Emily Long, 
Ezra Lucas, Ian Pearson, Phillip Pearson, Amy Prendergast, Neil Punchard, Richard Reynolds, Ian 
Robinson, Will Robinson, Gavin Rumsey, Rory Sanderson, Cass Singleton, Ian Skinner, Alison Smyth, 
Emma Tovell, Jonah Tosney, Robin Twigge, Katie Utting, Rob Wise 

Apologies: Richard Cooper, Robert Camps, Mark Henderson, Robin Twigge 
 

 Action items 
1. Welcome, introductions, apologies 

 The Chair welcomed attendees to the meeting and introductions were made. Apologies as 
above. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2019 

 All actions complete. 

3. BCP key activity since the last steering group meeting 

 Neil Punchard provided a short presentation including the Natural Flood Management (NFM) 
scheme at Buxton on the Camping Beck and the Water Sensitive Farming (WSF) field corner 
silt trap recently constructed at Fleggburgh/Rollesby to protect Lily Broad. 
 
The NFM scheme is working extremely well and the landowner believes it prevented 
properties in Buxton flooding during the heavy rainfall event experienced in early October 
2019. 
 
The WSF scheme filled during the same rainfall event and prevented silt and nutrient laden 
run-off from reaching the dykes that lead to the Broad. 
 
The Wensum Working Group launch workshop was an excellent event producing a range of 
collaborative actions and thanks were given to Kelvin Allen and Cass Singleton. 
 
Action: KA to arrange a follow up Wensum meeting to review group membership and 
governance structure. 

4. Restoring Sustainable Abstraction 

 
Ian Pearson, Environment Agency, provided a detailed presentation on the review of 
abstraction licences in the Ant Valley. There are around 250 licences. The use of the licences 
includes agriculture, food process industry, and public water supply by Anglian Water Ltd. 
There are different types including permanent, time limited, and permanent with a time 
limited variation. 
 
The review considers the licences on their own and in combination using a Groundwater 
model for naturalised, historical and fully licence scenarios. The model had predicted a 
reduction in groundwater levels on protected fen sites - full details available in the 
presentation.  
 
The group discussion included change in the calcareous fen habitat reliant on groundwater 
upwelling, the application of the precautionary principle, lack of time for local farming 
business to adapt to loss of licence, and thus a threat to local businesses from arbitrary dates 



 

 

imposed by the process that may be subject to legal appeal.  

 Break 

5. Broadland Futures Initiative 

 Peter Doktor and Gavin Rumsey gave a presentation on the Broadland Futures Initiative – full 
details can be found in the presentation. 
 
The economic benefit of protecting land and properties from flood risk in the area is currently 
estimated at between £900m and £1200m. The total cost of continuing to protect these 
assets over the next 50 years could be around £500m. It is possible that up to 50-60% of this 
amount would need to be found through local contributions. 
 
A key discussion point was that it will be a democratic process with decisions made by an 
elected member group. The process will be informed by a range of engagement processes. 
The need close working with Coastal Partnership East and the Norfolk Coast Partnership and 
the Broadland Catchment Partnership was discussed. The consultants Jacobs had been 
commissioned to undertake the initial phase. 
 
Action - PD to specify data requirements from partner organisations and partners to send 
across 
 

7. Partner updates 

 Provided before the meeting (see below). 

8. BCP key activity since the last steering group meeting 

 Provided before the meeting (see below). 

9. Any other business 

 The BCP newsletter needs contributions. Please send anything of interest to NP. The 
newsletter goes out to BCP subscribers and 800 members on the NFU list. 

10. Date of next meeting 

 https://doodle.com/poll/a7gb793rd3pzgdh7 

 
Action Summary 

Who What  Deadline 

KA  specify data requirements from partner organisations January 2020 

PD Specify data requirements from partner organisations and partners 
to send across 

January 2020 

 

  

https://doodle.com/poll/a7gb793rd3pzgdh7


 

 

Partner Updates: Broadland Catchment Partnership: 17th October 2019 Steering Group Meeting 

BCP officer 
Water Sensitive Farming Initiative 2018-2020 

 One potato contractor used the Wonder Wheel on 190 acres of potatoes across North and North East Norfolk Norfolk. 

 The Lland-Ho Earthwake has been purchased and lined up for trials (to disrupt tramlines and prevent over winter run-off in winter cereals) with LF Papworth, Salle, 
and Thelveton Estates in October and November 2019 

 Rollesby silt trap constructed in late September by local contractor and delivered through Norfolk Rivers Internal Drainage Board with design agreed by Matt Philpot 
and farmer 

 We met with the Championing the Farmed Environment national team around opportunities for collaboration including shared messaging and events promotion. 
Trinities Connected Countryside Working Group 2019-2020 

 I have met with Mike Edwards and Ian Skinner to discuss the potential to establish a Norfolk FWAG led Trinities Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund but with 
time and resource constraints (and farmers busy during harvest) it was decided to re-visit this next year if funding is still available. 

 Norfolk FWAG have completed an Essex & Suffolk Water funded Mid Tier Countryside Stewardship application for a Rollesby Farm, that farms next to Lily Broad. I 
have had discussions with Paul Sorrell who has endorsed the application that has grown to include considerable yard works and capital grant application that should 
reduce risks of pollution to Ormesby Broad. 

Society of National Parks Staff trip to Latvia and Europarc conference 

 I had the privilege of being selected to represent the Broads Authority on a 10 day fact finding and knowledge exchange trip to Latvia. I learned a huge amount about 
successful models for sustainable nature conservation and rural development. The conference was extremely rewarding with high calibre inspirational presentations 
and we will work to share this with you at future meetings. 

Administration 

 I met with Kelvin Allen, Cass Singleton and Rory Sanderson in September 

 I met with Professor Tim O’Riordan and Tom Waterfall, BA Senior Communications Officer, to briefly discuss Coastal Futures and any potential collaborative 
opportunities that may arise including shared communications 

 I helped to facilitate the River Wensum Working Group launch workshop in October that was ran by Kelvin Allen and Cass Singleton and Vicky Short, BA GIS 
supported the workshop by producing land use maps.         

Environment Agency 
• The next phase of River Basin Management Planning cycle is ongoing our new consultation will launch on October 23rd 2019. The catchment partnerships are 
leading on engagement and we will speak more about this at the next meeting in December. 
• Monthly water situation reports are available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-situation-local-area-reports. They provide a monthly 
snapshot of the water resource picture in East Anglia and give some useful graphics that allow an at a glance assessment of river flows and groundwater resources. 
• The Fisheries team have been working with local anglers to catch, tag and release bream and pike in the Lower Bure as a continuation of the Broads fish tracking 
project. The movement of tagged fish around the tidal Broads system will be recorded by a series of over 40 receivers. The information gained will be used to better 
manage the Broadland fishery in years to come. The project is a partnership between NWT, NE, University of Bournemouth and EA. 
• We are working on a fish passage solution at Wymondham (River Tiffey), an ongoing project with Norfolk Rivers Trust. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-situation-local-area-reports


 

 

• We are working in partnership with Norfolk Rivers IDB to enhance a watercourse at Billingford (tributary of River Wensum). 
• We are beginning to plan a river restoration in Yare Valley near Cringleford, working with Norwich City Council as part of their green infrastructure programme. 

         We continue to support the Upper Bure Riverlands project, led by the National Trust and look forward to seeing some of the projects take shape. 

Norfolk FWAG 

 No update 

National Trust 

 We were successful in receiving a WEG bid and work on designs has started. LWD work to Mannington Hall Stream are planned for this financial year, but works to 

the Lower Scarrow Beck have been pushed back until next year as a result of watervole populations and the need for wider mitigation. This means that next year we 

will restore two sections of the Scarrow Beck and a section of the main Bure at Blickling.  Works have started on the ground in September on Silvergate Stream at 

Blickling, this is being done in partnership with the WLMA and due to finish in the next couple of weeks.  

 We have a Citizen’s in Science WQ project due to start in November working with the test kits developed by the Freshwater Habitats Trust. Our main focus is the 

smaller tributaries and ponds throughout the catchment. Riverlands also supported the restoration of 10 ponds in Hindolveston with Norfolk Ponds Project.  

 Riverlands is looking to trial the ENTRADE platform in the spring, running an online auction for farmers with measures to reduce sedimentation of the rivers and 

increase biodiversity. Within this we are looking to trail ‘Living Rivers Covenants’ as a long term payment option.  I am also delighted to announce that Melanie Smith 

has just joined as a project officer to support the programme. 

Norfolk Rivers Trust 

 No update 

UEA/Wensum DTC 

 No update 

Broads Authority 

 No update 

Natural England/CSF 

 Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) welcomes new officers to the Broadland Rivers Catchment: 

Wensum: Ezra Lucas  Yare: Lucy Hatcher 
Bure, Ant and Muckfleet: Emma Tovell 2.5 days per week (also CSF air quality) to support Paul Sorrell part-time –Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and The new 
officers will work with Robert Camps, Senior Adviser, Waveney catchment 

 The officers are taking on more of a farm advisor role integrating advice from CSF, Agri-environment and Protected sites work and therefore providing farmers, 

landowners and stakeholders with a single point of contact, great customer service and better outcomes for the environment. The officers are also working on 

developing a range of winter events through our new Farm and Land Management Advice (FaLMA) framework these will include cover crop events in the Bure and 

Wensum and a climate change adaptation event.  There will be an opportunity to meet the team at one of our farm events due to be held in the New Year. 

RSPB 

 No update 

The Rivers Trust 



 

 

 No update 

River Waveney Trust 

 We have lost one Trustee, but gained another, Martha Meek, who is a great asset with her environmental background. 

 We continue to work at Frenze Beck, having recently installed a new gated entrance at the northern end of the site, opening up more access to the public. 

 We are embarking on a programme of selective vegetation clearance on the River Waveney to open up the channel for kayaking and improved river flow. 

Upper Wensum Cluster Farm Group 

 Over the summer we were successful in hosting 8 breeding pairs of Turtle Dove’s due to the farmer’s supplementary feeding efforts  

 Over half of the group have taken part in trialling a variety of cover crop mixes to reduce surplus N, soil losses and build soil condition  

 We hosted a visit for Agri-tech East’s Young Innovator’s Forum (a group of young farmers/young professionals)   

 We have restored 19 out of 23 ponds this autumn which has been a great success and with the recent rains, the ponds are filling ready for all the dormant vegetation 

to come through in the spring  

 The group has taken the decision to purchase a water quality monitoring equipment to assess our N and P levels in our Upper Wensum water courses which will 

commence shortly  

 I have been working closely with the farmers to carry out ADAS’s nutrient budgeting software to calculate farm pollutant losses and discuss improved mitigation 

measures  

Anglian Water 
No update.  

Internal Drainage Board 
No update. 

National Farmers Union 
No update. 

Norfolk County Council 
No update. 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust 
No update 

Country Land and Business Association 
No update. 

 

Visit: www.broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk to download the catchment plan. 

Email: admin@broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk for further information. 
 

http://www.broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/
mailto:admin@broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk

